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Correction
An article about the Texas gubernatorial 
debate published in the Sept. 15 issue 
of The Collegian reported that KRGV-
TV Channel 5 was going to televise the 
debate. In fact, KGBT-TV Channel 4 
televised the debate. 
UT-Brownsville celebrated 
Constitution Day on Wednesday with 
several activities for students to learn 
more about their rights.
The U.S. Constitution was ratified 227 
years ago on Sept. 17, 1787. 
UTB’s Center Civic Engagement 
partnered with the Office of Student 
Engagement to organize this year’s 
observance.   
Student Engagement Director Heather 




A career direction tool, personal 
branding, a powerful résumé and sharp 
interview skills will be some of the things 
UT Brownsville staff will need to land a 
job at the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley.
More than 200 UTB staff members 
stepped out of their offices to attend the 
“Prep Me for UTRGV” in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón Wednesday.
The 40-slide presentation was led by 
Next Job Director of Coaching Christine 
Stiller, who showed examples of how to 
articulate years of experience to create 
a competitive résumé and sharpen 
communication skills for interviews.
The University of Texas System hired 
Next Job, a nationwide re-employment 
solutions company headquartered 
in Bend, Ore., to provide the career 
coaching.
Lisa M. Benson, assistant director of 




Next Job Director of Coaching Christine Stiller shows examples of ways to write an effective résumé during the “Prep Me for UTRGV”presentation 
held Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran Salon.  INSET: Fernando Ibarra, a maintenance worker, writes notes during the presentation.
Despite the years, the memory of what 
happened during the Holocaust remains 
fresh in the survivors’ minds. 
Leon Horn, a native of Poland who 
survived the concentration camp of 
Auschwitz II-Birkenau in Polish areas of 
Nazi Germany, visited the University of 
Texas at Brownsville Sept. 13 with some 
of his family members to immortalize 
their handprints for the project “Traces 
to Remember.” 
 “Traces to Remember” was developed 
by the Global Embassy of Activists for 
Peace to bring awareness to society of the 
atrocities Jews and others suffered in the 
Holocaust and to avoid making the same 
mistakes in the future.
“We believe that education without 
values doesn’t work, because you can 
have a good education but with no values 
you can [commit] atrocities as in the time 
with the Nazi Holocaust,” said Bruno 
Harden-Cooper, the Rio Grande Valley 
coordinator for the Global Embassy of 
Activists for Peace. “The nation that 
promoted and perpetuated those killings 
and that genocide was one of the most 
civilized nations in the world and the 
ones involved with these killings, this 
genocide, were doctors, lawyers and 
people very well educated. That is why we 
are [making] an effort to promote human 
values and mainly with young people 
that they are the ones that are going to be 
taking the world in their hands.”
Horn was accompanied by his two sons, 
Richard and Jonathan, and his grandson, 







Holocaust survivor Leon Horn casts his hands in plaster while his son Jonathan and grandson 
Benjamin watch. Horn’s handprints will form part of a Star of David for the “Traces to Remember” 
traveling exhibit, organized by the Global Embassy of Activists for Peace to bring awareness of the 
atrocities that were committed during the Holocaust.
héctor aguilar/Collegian
captured for the traveling exhibit. 
Plaster for dental impression in powder 
form is mixed with water to obtain a 
liquid consistency and then poured 
into a mold in which participants press 
their hands to leave an imprint until the 
plaster has hardened.
The plaster cast is then used to make a 
bronze plaque in the shape of the Star of 
David with the handprints of the person.
“The main objective is when [the 
plaques] are moving, going to different 
places to give testimony of the reality 
that was lived by the Jewish people, and 
not just the Jewish people, but Jehovah 
Witnesses … war prisoners, homosexuals 
and different kinds of groups that they 
were persecuted at that time just because 
of their specific conditions of living,” 
Harden-Cooper said.
Plaques for Holocaust victims have 
been made in Mexico, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Costa Rica, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Peru, and Argentina, he said.
The Global Embassy of Activists for 
Peace will work with the University of 
Texas System in order for the plaques of 
Leon Horn and his relatives to visit each 
of its campuses.
“The main objective and the view of 
this is to move the plaques first to all of 
UT-Brownsville’s ROTC Cadets present the 
colors during Constitution Day on the Student 
Union lawn. 
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We all have an old cell phone or a 
broken computer mouse at home that 
lie forgotten in a corner of a closet or 
drawer. Now there’s a way to get rid of 
them without harming the environment.
Healthy Communities of Brownsville 
Inc. will host E-Waste Recycling from 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday at Brownsville 
Scrap Paper Inc., located at 5850 Farm 
to Market Road 511. 
The items to be recycled include 
computers and their components, such 
as keyboards, printers, cell phones, 
gaming systems, cable boxes, Internet 
devices, fax machines, inkjet cartridges, 
toner/laser cartridges and rechargeable 
batteries. 
“We go through electronics every 24 to 
36 months,” said Rose Timmer, executive 
director of Healthy Communities of 
Brownsville. “People update or upgrade 
... and because of that, there’s got to be a 
lot of electronics sitting in people’s areas, 
desks.”
Brownsville Scrap Paper Inc. will 
Second life
Community and businesses invited to recycle electronic devices
Brownsville Scrap Paper Inc., located at 5850 Farm to Market Road 511, will accept computer drives 
and other electronic devices Saturday during the E-Waste Recycling event that will benefit Healthy 




destroy the items and use the spare 
parts of the devices for other computers 
or recycle the metals found inside these 
devices. 
Proceeds from the recycled materials 
will be donated to Healthy Communities 
of Brownsville to help fund its programs, 
such as recycling and health education.
“It’s our mission to keep Brownsville 
beautiful, that we keep Brownsville 
clean and healthy,” Timmer said. “We 
are doing that by, instead of these things 
being dumped by the canal or the resacas 
or being dumped to the landfill, we are 
bringing them in and we distribute them, 
recycle them or destroy them.”
She said volunteers are needed for 
three or four hours that day to help 
unload items from cars.
Local businesses are invited to recycle 
their devices and can request a tax 
deductible form from Timmer. 
Recycling will be free but there is a $5 
fee to clear computer hard drives. 
For more information or to volunteer, 
call Timmer at 755-0615. Volunteers have 
until Saturday morning to sign up or they 
can show up at the recycling center.
The Texas Guarantee Student Loan 
Corp. sponsored a live simulcast with 
John Ulzheimer, a nationally recognized 
credit expert, Sept. 11 at Salón Cassia for 
students to learn more about financial 
literacy.
 “We were one of four sites that was 
selected to have this simulcast,” UT 
Brownsville Financial Aid Director 
Arnold Trejo said. “Our whole purpose 
is to promote financial literacy on our 
campus. It’s not just a UTB student issue. 
It’s all over America. Financial literacy 
must be enhanced.”
Ulzheimer spoke from the University 
of Colorado in Denver. UT Pan American, 
Houston Community College and the 
University of Florida were selected for the 
live simulcast as well. More than a dozen 
UTB students attended the simulcast.
Ulzheimer explained the importance 
of having good credit and how it can 
directly affect the chances of getting a 
job. He recommended that students 
use annualcreditreport.com to receive 
as many as three free credit reports per 
year.
“I believe this is great information 
for all of us,” senior accounting major 
Hector Cardoza said after the seminar. 
Javier Salinas, a financial literacy consultant for Texas Guarantee Student Loan Corp., explains the 
purpose of the credit reporting and credit scoring seminar held Sept. 10 in Salón Cassia. Credit 
expert John Ulzheimer spoke about the importance of knowing your credit score via live stream 
from the University of Colorado in Denver.   
The ABCs of credit
AndreA Torres/Collegian
Expert explains its importance in online seminar
Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR
“Especially students that are about to 
graduate and go into the real world. You 
know, getting credit information on how 
it can really determine your employment 
and getting a job.”
Javier Salinas, a financial literacy 
consultant for Texas Guarantee, chose 
UTB as one of the four sites because 
of the upcoming consolidation of the 
university with the University of Texas 
Pan American and student population.
“We just thought it was important to get 
this message out, about the importance 
of checking your credit report from 
the only free source available, which is 
annualcreditreport.com,” Salinas said. 
“We think it’s important for students to 
check their report because it can have a 
big impact on the interest rate that they 
get on loans as well.”
The Financial Aid Office plans to 
launch the Student Money Management 
Center in October. The center will teach 
and offer advice to students about money 
management. The center’s services will 
be available to every UTB student.
“It’s open to anybody. … You do not 
have to be a financial aid recipient,” 
Financial Aid Officer Russell Moreland 
said. 
For more information, call Moreland 





Escuela de Ajedrez in 
Matamoros, Mexico, 
are all smiles after 
winning first place in 
the category of under 
600 during the Ocelot 
Scholastic Chess 
Tournament for K-12 
players, held Sept. 13 
in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón and hosted 
by UT-Brownsville. 
Shown are (front 
row, from left) Jaime 
Romero and Carely 
González. Back row: 
Priscila Romero, Kevin 
Hernández, Christian 
Contreras and Carlos 
González.
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what is your favorite 
fall holiday?
Monday, September 22, 2014
LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Submit your letter to the 
editor via e-mail at 
collegian@utb.edu
“Find the Mystery 
Word” Hint:
_ _ _ _ _ a _ _
No matter where 
we come from in this 
world, we can all 
agree on one thing: 
Life is too short.
Like my mother 
always tells me, “You 
are the architect of 
your own future.”
Don’t be wasting 
your life away by 
worrying about what you’re going to 
wear tomorrow, how your parents don’t 
understand what you are going through, 
or hoping your class gets canceled 
because you forgot to read Chapter 3 of 
your textbook.
I’ve always been told to live every day 
as if it were your last. I’m sure that most 
of you have goals you want to accomplish 
before you, dare I say, “kick the bucket” 
and, you know what, that’s great. It’s good 
that you want to climb Mount Everest 
before you’re 30 years old, jump out of 
a plane 1,000 feet above the ground or 
even discover the cure for cancer.
It doesn’t matter whether these goals 
are small or almost impossible to reach 
but whatever keeps you going, whatever 
gives you that motivation in succeeding 
in life and being the best person you can 
be, go for it. Travel all of Europe, climb 
that mountain and, more important, live 
your life with no regrets.
Don’t waste your precious time 
wondering “what if.” Start asking 
yourself “how.” Don’t waste your time 
sitting in front of the computer looking 
at photographs of the stuff you want to 
do. Start planning how you’re going to 
accomplish it. Don’t let the fear of what 
may go wrong get in the way of doing 
what you want to do. 
Live every day as if it were your last. Do 
something that will make you smile. Tell 
yourself that today is going to be better 
than yesterday. Don’t let your troubled 
past get in the way of your bright future 
because while you’re there worrying 
about what you have lost, what you were 
supposed to gain will pass you by.




--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
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Alan Charles Aguilar
Texas Southmost College kinesiology freshman
 “It’s a big value to me and I really take pride in the 
Hispanic culture because of the music. From cumbias 
to mariachi [music], it’s really valuable to me to know 
that we made such beautiful music.”
Cynthia Infante
History sophomore
“Hispanic culture is very rich. It has 
diverse music and food. I think a lot 
of people like to mix it up in parties 




“To me, it’s a celebration of our 
culture, you know, the things that 
show where our heritage came 
from. It’s something that we need 




“Pienso que la cultura Hispana es muy 
importante porque me defina a mi como 
Hispana y a nuestras culturas, nuestro 
languaje y como vivimos”.
Rene Valdez
Veterans Upward Bound 
program director
“Hispanic culture is a beautiful culture. 
It’s a mixture of Mesoamerican 
culture mixed with Spanish culture. 
If you go a little further than that, it’s 
also the culture that’s enriched with 
Asian ancestry that a lot of people 
don’t consider, but that’s the beauty. 
I consider myself an American above 
everything else, but being Hispanic adds 
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The Collegian is the 
multimedia student 
newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at 
Brownsville. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on 
campus and is an award-winning 
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The following are among the incidents 
reported to University Police between 
Sept. 9 and 12.
Sept. 9
1:46 p.m.: A transformer shorted inside 
the mechanical room of the Biomedical 
Building, causing a three-hour phone 
and Internet server outage throughout 
campus. The building was evacuated and 
Physical Plant was able to cut the power 
from the transformer that was emitting 
smoke. The Brownsville Fire Department 
arrived and after inspecting the building, 
deemed it safe. 
Sept. 11
3:31 p.m.: A student reported receiving 
numerous unwanted calls from an 
unknown number. The case is under 
investigation.
Sept. 12 
4:28 p.m.: A staff member reported 
that the anti-theft device on a projector 
in the Life and Health Sciences Building 
had been broken. The case is under 
investigation.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras 
Splash of Color game
The South Texas Engineering, Math 
and Science (STEMS) Club will 
host A Splash of Color game from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. today through Friday on 
the Student Union lawn. Students can 
throw paint-filled balloons at STEMS 
mentors for $1 per balloon. A portion of 
the proceeds will go to leukemia patients 
in observance of Leukemia Awareness 
Month. For more information, call 
STEMS mentor Andre Muñoz at 579-
9991. 
County judge hopefuls debate 
Cameron County Judge Carlos 
Cascos and his challenger, Joe G. 
Rivera, will debate at 6 tonight in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. The event is 
sponsored by UT Brownsville’s Center 
for Civic Engagement and Project 
100%. Students in Communication 
Department Chair John Cook’s 
Introduction to Communication class 
will generate the questions and moderate 
the debate. 
Voter registration
The Center for Civic Engagement will 
register students to vote in observance 
of National Voter Registration 
Day Tuesday through Oct. 6. For more 
information, call Estela Martinez, the 
center’s coordinator, at 882-4300. 
No means no
Student Health Services will host 
No More R.A.I.N.N. (Rape, Abuse 
and Incest National Network) from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday at El Gran 
Patio in Main. Students will learn how to 
help end sexual violence. Students who 
pledge to help a victim will be entered in 
a drawing for a digital tablet. For more 
information, contact Counselor Leticia 
Fierros-Garza at 882-8962 or leticia.
fierrosgarza@utb.edu. 
Find the job for you 
Career Services will host an All 
Majors Job Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón. For more information, 
contact Program Director Juan 
Andres Rodriguez at 882-7089 or 
juan.a.rodriguez@utb.edu. 
South Texas Chamber Players
The South Texas Chamber Players 
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in the 
Texas Southmost College Arts Center. 
The concert is part of UT Brownsville’s 
Patron of the Arts program. Tickets are 
$15 for adults, $10 for senior citizens and 
children and $5 for students with ID. For 
more information, call 882-7025, email 
patron@utb.edu or visit utb.edu/patron. 
Mezzo-soprano concert
Mezzo-soprano Nicole Asel, an assistant 
professor in the Music Department, will 
perform at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the Texas 
Southmost College Arts Center. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 for senior 
citizens, children and students with ID. 
For more information, call 882-7025.
Beach cleanup
Students can earn community service 
hours by volunteering for the Coast to 
Coast Beach Clean-Up at Isla Blanca 
State Park on South Padre Island. Check 
in will be at 8 a.m. Saturday, and a light 
breakfast and lunch will be provided. 
Students must provide their own 
transportation. Students may register 
online by Wednesday at http://utb-coast-
to-coast-beach-clean-up.eventbrite.com. 
For more information, call the Office of 
Student Engagement at 882-5033. 
Session on cocaine dangers
Student Health Services will sponsor 
an information session on cocaine and 
crack cocaine from noon to 1 p.m. Sept. 
29 in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. 
The session is part of the department’s 
HIV/STDs and Substance Abuse 
Education Series. The first 10 
attendees will be awarded a gift card. For 
more information, call 882-3896.
Art exhibit
“Texas Size Print,” an exhibit 
featuring large-scale prints by Kim 
Bishop, Paul Karam and Luis Valderas, 
will open with a reception at 6 p.m. Sept. 
30 in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg 
Hall. It will also feature photographs 
and videos by other artists. Admission is 
$1 and $3 for a semester pass. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director 
Alejandro Macias at 882-7097 or 
alejandro.macias1@utb.edu. 
Volunteer Fair
The Office of Student Engagement 
and the Center for Civic Engagement 
will host the annual Ocelots Volunteer 
Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 1 on 
the Student Union lawn. Nonprofit 
organizations from the community will 
scout for volunteers. Those interested 
in becoming a volunteer are encouraged 
to attend. For more information, call 
Estela Martinez, coordinator for the 
Center for Civic Engagement, at 882-
4300. 
Peer support group
Student Health Services sponsors a 
confidential support group for students 
who have suffered trauma. The meetings 
will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. Oct. 2, 16 
and 30, and Nov. 13 in Cortez Hall 220. 
Participants will learn new skills to 
enhance their life. For more information, 
call Counselor Leticia Fierros-Garza 
at 882-3896.
Veteran Females United 
The Veteran Females United 
Support Group will meet at noon Oct. 
3 and 17 and Nov. 7 and 21 in Cortez 
Hall 137. Learn about veterans’ medical 
and compensation benefits, veterans’ 
resources, transitioning, healthy 
relationships, self-care and more. 
Spouses of female veterans are welcome. 
Lunch will be provided. For more 
information, contact Arlene Laboy, 
project coordinator for the Violence 
Against Women Campus Program, at 
882-6513 or arelene.laboy125@utb.edu.
Health insurance available
Academic Health Plans offers 
student health insurance to UTB 
students currently enrolled in the fall 
semester. The deadline to apply for 
health insurance for a semester or 
full year is Oct. 15. Dental and health 
insurance can be purchased for students, 
their spouse and/or children. Visit www.
utb.myahpcare.com/enrollment to apply 
or call Student Health Services Secretary 
Beverly Estrada at 882-7643 for more 
information. 
Internship for all majors
The Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute seeks full-time 
college undergraduate students who are 
interested in participating in the 2015 
Spring Congressional Internship 
Program. Students of all majors who 
have an interest in the development of 
public policy and who have demonstrated 
leadership abilities may apply at www.
apply.chci.org. The deadline to apply is 
Nov. 7.
Grief support group
Student Health Services will conduct 
grief support meetings at 1:15 p.m. 
every other Thursday, ending Dec. 4 in 
Cortez Hall 220. The sessions will cover 
topics such as understanding grief and 
loss, coping with a loss of friendship, 
breakup or divorce and loss of a 
cherished dream. For more information, 
call Student Health Services at 882-
3896.
Busy Moms meeting
Busy Moms, a free support group for all 
female UTB students, meets from noon 
to 1 p.m. every Friday in Cortez Hall 
220. For more information, call Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker Sandra Rubio at 
882-3896.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT
Karina aguirre/Collegian
Members of the Circle K International Club are (front row, from left) Diego De La Peña, President Reyna Nevarez, Maribel Zuñiga, Secretary Andrea 
Montenegro and Nelly Rodriguez. Second row: Ana Cahuiche, Donaldo Ruiz, Gisela Ayala, Paola Herebia, Mariana Hernandez and Jose Medina. Third 
row: Nara Caballero, Alexandra Zamora, Stephanie Sanchez and Jesus Hernandez. Back row: Vicente Martinez, Jose Rico, Vice President Chayse Sundt, 
Hector Quintanilla and Julio Ramos. 
Name: Circle K International 
Purpose: Developing college and 
university students into a global network 
of responsible citizens and leaders with a 
lifelong commitment to service 
President: Reyna Nevarez 
Vice President: Chayse Sundt  
Secretary: Andrea Montenegro 
Treasurer: Marco Gutierrez
Adviser: Estela Martinez, coordinator 
for the Center for Civic Engagement
Community service: Volunteers for 
Keep Brownsville Beautiful beautification 
projects, UT-Brownsville’s Center for 
Civic Engagement and the Gladys Porter 
Zoo.
Achievements or awards: Scorpion 
Circle Award, 2009-2012; Project of the 
Year, 2009; Highest Club GPA Award, 
2009; Heart of the Scorpion 2011 and 
2012
Meetings: 5 p.m. the first and third 
Friday of the month in the Student 
Union’s Salón Gardenia
For more information, contact: cki.
utb.president@gmail.com
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
If you would like to feature 
your club, call 882-5143.
DON’T FORGET TO WATCH 
THE COLLEGIAN NEWS WEBCAST
VIA UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
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If you missed the opportunity to see the 
Camille Playhouse’s 51st season debut of 
“West Side Story,” you might as well slap 
yourself.
Eric Vera, executive artistic director 
for the Camille, told The Collegian that 
all of the plays he chose for this season 
are new, with the exception of “One 
Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” which was 
performed in the 1970s.
On the opening night of “West Side 
Story,” an adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
“Romeo and Juliet,” Vera told the 
audience that “West Side Story” is the 
most requested musical by the Camille’s 
patrons.
The play follows the story of the star-
crossed teen lovers Tony (played by 
Morris Jude Martinez) and Maria (played 
by Leslie Atkinson), who find themselves 
in the middle of two rival gangs in New 
York City, the Jets and the Sharks. 
Following the plot of “Romeo and Juliet,” 
the feud, the reason the lovers meet in 
secret, escalates to murder and revenge. 
The entire cast performed wonderfully, 
but there are a couple of actors who 
‘West Side Story’ opens Camille season
Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN
Leslie Atkinson, as Maria, in a scene from the Camille Playhouse production of “West Side Story.”
Rick SaldivaR/Collegian Photos
Leslie Atkinson and Morris Jude Martinez perform a duet.
The gym dance scene in “West Side Story.”
stood out from the get-go. The talented 
Atkinson is a senior music education 
major who is also a member of UT 
Brownsville’s Bravo Opera Company. 
The play was Atkinson’s debut in the 
Camille, and I’ve got to tell Vera that 
she’s a keeper. During an interview 
Sept. 8, Atkinson told The Collegian 
she decided to audition for Maria after 
her current voice instructor, Assistant 
Professor Nicole Asel, told her about the 
opportunity.  
From the moment Atkinson began 
singing, she stole the spotlight. Instead 
of her opera singing background 
overshadowing the rest of the voices, it 
provided a contrast in seamless unison 
with the rest of the cast who sang along 
with her. Atkinson not only brought a 
unique style and voice to the cast, her 
Puerto Rican accent was flawless. It took 
me a while to realize the person I heard 
on stage was the same one I had heard in 
the interview.
Freshman Matthew Rock, who played 
Bernardo, also stood out.
Rock’s portrayal of the Sharks’ leader 
was impressive. His attitude against the 
Jets felt genuine, rough and cool. Rock 
took the audience through an adrenaline 
rush during his fight with Esteban 
Escobar (playing Riff, leader of the Jets). 
I almost jumped on stage and helped him 
fight Riff. At that moment, I realized I 
had unexpectedly become a Shark. 
The next play in the Camille’s 51st 
season is “Bad Seed,” a play by Maxwell 
Anderson based on William March’s 
novel of the same name. “Bad Seed” is a 
thriller about a young girl whose mother 
notices strange behavior. Shortly after, 
one of the girl’s classmates drowns 
mysteriously at a picnic.
“Bad Seed” will be performed Oct. 17, 
18, 19, 24, 25 and 26. Plays start at 8 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays and at 2:30 p.m. 
on Sundays. Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$10 for students with ID and $5 for 
children 12 and younger.      
Los C’lotes By Clarissa Martinez
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Johnny “Blaze” Tapia, 21, a certified 
personal trainer and professional boxer, 
is training relentlessly as he prepares 
for his Sept. 29 match against Carlos 
Treviño, 20, in the State Farm Arena. 
Tapia (1-0), of Brownsville, and 
Treviño (2-1-0), of McAllen, are in the 
featherweight division. 
Asked what spectators can expect to 
see during the bout, Tapia replied, “I 
guess you can expect fireworks, that’s 
all I’m saying. I mean, it’s going to be a 
competitive fight. It’s not going to be an 
easy fight, for sure. The guy has all the 
advantages against me, but I’m excited 
and I plan to get that 2-0 mark in my 
record.” 
Tapia is anxious to step into the ring 
one more time after he bagged his first 
professional fight on May 30, when he 
won by knockout in the third round 
against 25-year-old Victor Garza (0-1) of 
Laredo.  
“I feel good,” he said. “This is barely 
my second pro fight. … I don’t feel 
nervous. I actually feel pretty anxious. 
The adrenaline is kicking in, especially 
when I went to the press conference. I 
felt the adrenaline there, and I can only 
imagine what I’m going to be feeling that 
night.” 
Tapia owns the Blazing Fitness gym at 
2610 Old Port Isabel Rd. His girlfriend, 
Miroslaba Martinez, nicknamed 
him“Blaze.” 
“I gave him the name ‘Blaze’ simply 
because the definition of a blaze is a 
largely fierce fire and a fire has the 
potential to grow exponentially and, his 
fire is just getting started,” Martinez said.
Tapia began boxing when he was 15. 
He was a black belt in tae kwon do at the 
time. 
“I mean, even in karate, I have always 
fought bigger kids. … I never really lost 
at anything that I do,” he said. “I always 
try to be competitive and try to win, and 
I guess that’s the hunger that I have that 
I want to be better than my opponent at 
all times.” 
Tapia’s father was not fond of his son 
becoming a boxer because of the nature 
of the sport. When Tapia first sparred, 
his father told him, “Nos vamos a dar 
cuenta” (“We’re going to find out if this is 
for you or not”). 
Boxer with a ‘blazing’ passion




Professional boxer Johnny “Blaze” Tapia spars with his trainer, former professional boxer Eduardo 
Castillo, in his Blazing Fitness gym in preparation for his fight Sept. 29 in Hidalgo’s State Farm Arena.
“The guy that I sparred with the first 
time, he had six months training, and 
that was my second week of training, 
and I pretty much beat him up,” Tapia 
said. “After that, everything pretty much 
played out.” 
Tapia is a former UT-Brownsville 
student who plans to re-enroll in Spring 
2015. He needs one more semester to 
finish his basics.  
For ticket information on Tapia’s 








Who is your favorite athlete? “I 
would say Novak Djokovic because he’s 
from Serbia and now he’s the [No. 1] 
player in tennis, and I like his style, how 
he plays.” 
Who is your role model? “I would 
say my family and my sister because they 
are always with me and without them, I 
wouldn’t be here.” 
What is the best advice you’ve ever 
been given and by whom? “I think it 
was my sister. I think she always gives 
good advice because she’s my sister, 
about volleyball and about school, 
because I think school is so important.”  
What do you like to do for fun? “I 
read books because I don’t know English 
so good and then I read in English.” 
When did you begin playing 
volleyball and why did you start 
playing? “I began when I was 10 years 
old, I think, and I started to play because 
my dad was [a basketball player], and I 
have a sports family.”
Did you play in high school and did 
you get any awards? “I played in [a] 
professional club in Serbia.” 
What are your goals for the season? 
“I would like to win nationals.”
What is your favorite movie? 
‘“Lajanje na zvezde’ because it’s funny. 
I don’t like scary movies because I think 
smiling is important in life and that every 
movie that has a good point is good for 
us.” 
Is there a song that gets your head 
in the game? “No, I don’t believe in 
that. I like the quiet and focus.” 
What are your plans for the Fall 
2015 semester? “If UTB won’t be 
here, like, I would move and stay with 
[my] coach or find some other university 
because my goal is volleyball--because of 
volleyball I came here.” 
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
The Rio Grande Ospreys 
won their third match in 
a row in the U.S. Chess 
League, defeating the 
Seattle Sluggers 2.5 to 1.5 
last Tuesday night.
Ospreys win third match
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN
Ocelot goalkeeper Sam Butler dives to block a shot during practice Thursday morning on the UT-Brownsville Soccer Field. Also shown is fellow goalkeeper 
Guilherme Altoe.
The UT-Brownsville Men’s Soccer 
Team will face off against the University 
of Mobile Rams at 7 p.m. Friday at the 
Brownsville Sports Park for its first home 
game of the regular season and against 
the Oklahoma Baptist University Bisons 
Men’s soccer returns home undefeated 
Ocelots look to extend their winning streak against the U. of Mobile Rams on Friday
See ROUNDUP, Page 11
at 7 p.m. Saturday.
The Ocelots are undefeated with a 
record of 6-0.
“Very happy to win six straight games, 
you know, it’s very pleasant,” Head Coach 
Dan Balaguero said Tuesday. “[The fans] 
can expect a really good game against top 
NAIA program, University of Mobile.”
Balaguero picked up his 100th win 
as men’s soccer head coach when the 
Ocelots defeated the St. Gregory’s 
University Cavaliers 4-0 on Sept. 11 at 
the University of St. Thomas-Houston.
Senior forward Ricardo Diegues scored 
two goals, and freshman defender Caue 
Salgado and sophomore midfielder Juan 
Garcia each scored a goal. 
UTB defeated the Texas Wesleyan 
University Rams 3-0 Sept. 12 in Houston. 
Senior midfielders Oscar Valencia and 
Sophomore Grandmaster Anton 
Kovalyov and freshman Grandmaster 
Andrey Stukopin won their games, 
Woman Grandmaster Katerina Nemcova 
drew her game and Woman International 
Master Alejandra Guerrero lost her 
game.  All games are played online.
The Ospreys, made up of UT-
Brownsville chess players, are tied for 
first place with Dallas Destiny in the 
West Division with 3.5 out of a possible 
4 points. 
On Sept. 10, they defeated the Carolina 
Cobras 2.5-1.5. Stukopin and sophomore 
GM Holden Hernandez won their 
matches, junior Jeffrey Serna drew his 
game and senior WIM Daniela De La 
Parra lost her game. 
The next match will be at 6:45 p.m. 
Tuesday against the East Division-
leading Philadelphia Inventors.
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change management for UT System, said 
they wanted to provide services to allow 
current staff at UTB and at UTPA to begin 
the process of getting their résumés ready 
for the application process for UTRGV.
“UT System has partnered with an 
outside organization and they have the 
job placement professionals to provide 
all of those resources so that our staff 
members can begin to prepare their 
résumé and prepare themselves for the 
application process because the two 
entities, UTB and UTPA, will be abolished 
and UTRGV, the new university, will be 
built,” Benson said. “Everyone is going to 
have to reapply for their jobs.”
Although the positions have not 
been posted on the website yet, she 
said UTRGV President Guy Bailey will 
announce them later this semester. 
Next Job’s mission is to provide “high-
quality, one-on-one job coaching and 
multimedia online learning that is highly 
effective, accountable and affordable to 
help all job seekers land jobs and avoid 
the many impacts of unemployment,” 
according to its website. “Our vision is 
that everyone who wants a job should 
have a job.”
Stiller introduced the UTB staff to a 
job search software program designed 
to facilitate the application process for 
UTRGV. Other services the company 
provides are one-on-one personalized 
coaching and weekly UTRGV job talk 
webinars.
Staff will be assigned a coach and be 
able to schedule meetings to talk with 
them via telephone, FaceTime or Skype. 
“Who loves talking about themselves? 
Stiller asked UTB staff. “Yeah, most of 
us don’t like talking about ourselves. 
We really don’t and so the prospect 
of having to go to an interview or to 
put yourself forward in more than one 
interview and talk about yourself is really 
uncomfortable and our coaches have a 
lot of compassion for that. … We can help 
you do that.”
Stiller says job names and descriptions 
might change.
“In the new UTRGV, the job 
descriptions might be different than 
your current job,” she said. “The job title 
might be a little bit different, might not 
be an exact replica of what you do now 
and so, how do I recognize that? How 
do I put myself forward for a different 
job? Maybe you want to do something 
different than what you’ve been doing 
before. This is an opportunity for you 
to decide, ‘What do I want to do in the 
new UTRGV?’ and that way you can put 
yourself forward for those different kinds 
of opportunities.”
Stiller also told staff that first 
impressions make a difference during an 
interview. 
“We make first impressions all the time, 
by our body language, by our handshake,” 
she said. “In the job search process, we 
make an impression by how our résumé 
looks; we make an impression by how 
complete the application is. … Another 
one is by how I dress, how I present 
myself. The body language I use. I sit 
back during the interview with my hands 
crossed, blank faced--what I’m I saying 
to people?
Staff were asked to stand up and 
introduce themselves in the style of a 
10-second commercial. The activity 
required them to say their name, number 
of years of experience, types of jobs/
industry, education, certifications, skills 
and accomplishments in less than 10 
seconds.
“Sometimes it’s known as the elevator 
pitch, the 60-second commercial, the 
15-second commercial. They’re all the 
same thing: You introducing yourself. 
You have a window of time to send 
a sound bite of information about 
yourself.”
One staff member said it was difficult 
to include all the required information in 
10 seconds.
“I think it’s easier right now because 
some of us know each other, so it makes 
it easier, but when you’re somewhere 
else, you don’t know the person and also, 
it’s hard to combine all your stuff in 10 
seconds,” said Sergio Chavez, a computer 
equipment maintenance technician for 
the User Support Services Department.
Stiller also recommended that staff use 
key words in their résumé regarding the 
position they are applying for.
“Just like when you do a Google search 
and you type in what you’re looking for, 
[like] ‘Restaurants in Brownsville,’ and 
it’ll come out with restaurants and it’s 
the same thing that happens with the 
applicant tracking system,” she said. 
“That’s the database that your résumés 
go into when you apply online. So, you’re 
résumés will go to a database and when 
the hiring manager is looking to pull 
people out of the database, they’re gonna 
type in some key words and what the 
applicant tracking system will do is score. 
“The person who had all the hits, 100 
percent hits on the keyboard will be on 
the top or it will go down to 20 percent 
hits. So, you want to make sure your 
résumé has key phrases, key words from 
the job posting.”
In an interview after the presentation, 
Stiller said she hopes staff members seek 
the support being provided by the career 
coaches.
“I want them to know their strengths 
and what value they bring. A lot of people 
don’t have confidence in themselves and 
I’m hoping today that people start to 
know that they can go and look inside and 
get support with our coaching and our 
programs to identify what they’re really 
good at and find a way of articulating to 
their future employer,” she said.
UTB staff can start registering for a 
UTRGV account via www.prepme4utrgv.
com. A weekly conference call about 
the UTRGV application process will 
begin at 2 p.m. Thursday. A video of the 
presentation will be available via utb.edu. 
to have students learn “the importance 
of voting and how our democracy was 
established the way it is and to bring 
awareness to different issues.”
“I hope that through Constitution Day 
that we are raising awareness to these 
students and putting a fun twist on 
different amendments that there are with 
the help of our clubs and organizations,” 
Olague said. 
Students visited a row of tables on the 
Student Union lawn where they were 
presented with facts about some of the 
33 amendments, of which 27 have been 
ratified. The First Amendment grants 
freedom of religion, speech and the press.
Andre Muñoz, an environmental 
sciences major and member of the 
Gorgas Science Society, assisted with the 
table that informed students how politics 
and global warming relate to each other.
Muñoz said the society’s goal is “to 
inform students that the president can 
do something about global warming and 
that the world doesn’t have to get warmer 
or colder every year.”  
Students were encouraged to write 
their own constitution, solve crossword 
puzzles in teams and vote in a mock 
polling place.
Among the organizations that 
participated in the event were the 
Student Government Association, Circle 
K International and Edifying Regardless 
of Orientation. 
Edifying Regardless of Orientation 
explained the 14th Amendment, which 
forbids any state from denying any 
“person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.” 
Juan Villela, a mathematics junior and 
member of ERO, said the organization 
supports the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community.
 “So, we want to fight for equality in 
marriage,” Villela said.
Biomedical sciences freshman 
Cassandra Cosay was one of about 
200 students who attended the event. 
She said her favorite activity was the 
crossword puzzle.
“You have to remember the information 
you learned from U.S. history class; it 
was kind of a challenge,” Cosay said.
The Center for Civic Engagement 
PENITAS--Despite a 3-to-1 edge in 
campaign cash and polling leads over 
his Democratic opponent, Greg Abbott is 
courting Republican-snubbing Hispanic 
voters with efforts reminiscent of former 
President George W. Bush’s time as 
governor of Texas.
The Republican candidate and current 
attorney general has made 14 visits to 
the Rio Grande Valley, the symbolic 
backdrop for this delicate courtship. 
He’s recruited a Mexican actor for some 
of his TV commercials, spent generously 
on Spanish-language advertising and 
introduces his wife Cecilia as the soon-
to-be first Latina first lady of Texas.
Last week, new highway billboards 
popped up in the Valley, with his mother-
in-law’s face assuring fellow Hispanics, 
“Texas will love having him as governor.” 
And Friday, the Rio Grande Valley played 
host to the first debate between Abbott 
and his Democratic opponent Wendy 
Davis--also the first gubernatorial 
debate on the border since 1998, when 
Bush began wooing Hispanics for his 
GOP’s Abbott woos Latinos on hostile Texas border
Paul J. Weber
ASSOCIATED PRESS
provided forms for students to register to 
vote.
“We hope that all those who aren’t 
registered to vote we can register them 
today,” said Estela Martinez, the center’s 
coordinator. “Generally, on Constitution 
Day, we have anywhere from 30 to 50 
students.” 
Criminal justice freshman Pablo Eli 
Pundole said this event inspired him to 
take “voting a little more seriously.”
Finance senior Juan De Dios Flores 
said this event was a great opportunity 
for “us to know our rights and when it 
comes to difficult situations, know how 
to protect ourselves.”
presidential bid.
Abbott doesn’t need to win the Valley-
-and almost certainly won’t--to move 
into the governor’s mansion. But he’s 
taking the long view for the Republicans 
in a state with a burgeoning Hispanic 
population that traditionally votes 
Democrat.
“The fact that he is doing something 
that he doesn’t have to do is extremely 
unusual,” said Lionel Sosa, a Republican 
ad strategist who helped Bush win 44 
percent of Hispanic voters during his 
2004 presidential re-election. “If he 
doesn’t repair the brand, who will in 
Texas?”
Demographers predict Hispanics will 
make up a plurality of Texas residents 
as soon as 2020. Their voting strength, 
however, hasn’t kept pace with their 
rapid growth: in 2012 in Texas, turnout 
among voting-age Hispanics was 39 
percent, compared to 61 percent for 
whites, according to U.S. Census Bureau 
estimates. In the last governor’s election, 
only a quarter of the Valley’s Hispanic 
voters cast ballots.
Abbott faces a tough sell beyond the 
demographics.
Divisive Republican measures he 
has backed have been viewed as hostile 
toward Hispanics and particularly felt on 
the southern Texas border. One in three 
people here live at or below the federal 
poverty level, as longtime Republican 
Gov. Rick Perry refuses Medicaid 
expansion.
Abbott also has supported the 
deployment of 1,000 National Guard 
troops along the border to block 
illegal immigration, which Mexican 
President Enrique Peña Nieto called 
“reprehensible.” He’s also fighting in 
court to uphold a new state law that 
forced the closure of the only abortion 
clinic in 300 miles. Even the roaring 
Texas economy, for which Republicans 
take credit, is far tougher to see along 
the border, where a nearly 10 percent 
unemployment rate is nearly double the 
state average.
Skepticism and distrust of Republicans 
is rampant.
“There is a big disconnect between 
cities in Dallas and Houston in terms 
of what’s happening in the Valley,” said 
Ann Williams Cass, executive director 
of Proyecto Azteca, which supports low-
income families. “They think it’s nothing 
but a bunch of undocumented people 
who need immigrant care. It’s not true.”
But Abbott is getting help. The 
Republican National Committee has 
been dumping $50,000 a month into 
Texas to recruit Hispanic voters, who 
went for President Barack Obama more 
than 2-to-1 two years ago. Charles and 
David Koch, the billionaire industrialists 
who also are significant donors to Abbott, 
help underwrite the Libre Initiative that 
offers Spanish-speakers classes to learn 
English--while preaching to them the 
sensibilities of limited government.
Former U.S. ambassador to Mexico 
Tony Garza, a Bush appointee whose 
political career began as a Republican 
in Brownsville, said he sees an opening 
for Republicans because Democrats 
traditionally have taken their voters for 
granted.
“Not only is [Abbott] in sync with 
the conservative nature of the state, by 
spending a lot of time in the Valley ... 
he’s forcing the Democratic nominee to 
defend what should be a base,” Garza 
said.
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Victor Parreiras each scored a goal.
Diegues scored his 10th goal of the 
season and is the current goal leader in 
the Red River Athletic Conference. 
Women’s soccer
The UTB Women’s Soccer Team 
will play its first home game of the 
regular season at 11 a.m. Sunday at the 
Brownsville Sports Park against the Texas 
A&M University-Texarkana Eagles.
“They’re a new program this year,” 
Women’s Head Coach Helen Wagstaff 
said of the Eagles on Tuesday. “I’m sure 
they’ll be prepared and they’ll be good 
[competition]. Our strategy doesn’t 
change too much game to game. We 
follow our own program and game plan 
and force the other team to adjust.”
The Ocelots won their first two games 
of the season against the St. Gregory’s 
University Cavaliers (2-1) on Sept. 12 
and against the University of St. Thomas-
Houston Celts (1-0) in overtime on Sept. 
13.
Senior forward Karla Lozano scored 
the two goals against the Cavaliers and 
freshman midfielder Paige Hayward 
scored the single goal against the Celts.
The team’s overall record is 2-2-1.
Volleyball
The women’s volleyball team will take 
on the Our Lady of the Lake University 
Armadillos at 7 p.m. Tuesday in San 
Antonio and the Texas College Steers at 
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7 p.m. Friday in the Garza Gym.
“Our main focus for this weekend 
is to continue to build on this past 
weekend’s success,” Athletics Director 
and Volleyball Head Coach Todd Lowery 
said via email Tuesday. “Texas College 
and Langston don’t have the athleticism 
we have seen from teams like Rocky 
Mountain [College] and Columbia 
[College].  So we just really need to focus 
on our side of the net and play UTB 
volleyball.” 
The Ocelots hosted the Langston 
University Lions on Friday and the 
Bacone College Warriors on Saturday, 
their first home games of the season. 
(Visit utbcollegian.com for results.) 
On Sept. 12, the Ocelots swept their 
competition in the Coca-Cola Classic 
Tournament when they defeated the 
Mid-American Christian University 
Evangels (25-10, 25-13, 25-9), the No. 
11-ranked Wayland Baptist University 
Jackrabbits (24-26, 25-19, 25-23, 25-
23), No. 7 Columbia College Cougars 
(25-18, 18-25, 25-17, 25-17) and No. 15 
Oklahoma Baptist University Bisons (25-
14,25-19, 25-13).
Golf
On Sunday, the UTB Men’s Golf Team 
will travel to Newton, Kan., to compete 
in the Mid-South Classic Tournament 
hosted by Oklahoma University-
Grandview.
“It’s not going to be an easy 
tournament,” Golf Head Coach Daniel 
Hayden said Tuesday. “It’s going to be 
an extremely difficult tournament, but 
I think we’re ready for it. The guys are 
working hard and are extremely ready.”
 The women’s team will participate 
in the University of Houston-Victoria 
Invitational Tournament on Oct. 6.
Cross-country
The UTB’s men’s and women’s cross-
country teams are scheduled to compete 
in the Islander Splash Cross-Country 
Meet at 6 p.m. Friday in Corpus Christi.
Both teams participated in the East 
Texas Invitational Cross-Country Meet in 
New Summerfield last Saturday. Results 
were not available at press time.
“We’re looking forward to attacking 
some of the hills in New Summerfield,” 
Head Coach Sam Buchanan said 
Thursday. “I expect everybody to have 
quite a bit of success.”
In the Rice Invitational Cross-Country 
Meet Sept. 12 in Houston, the women’s 
team placed 11th out of 14 teams. 
Runners for the women’s team included 
seniors Vanessa Garcia and Danica 
Markovic; sophomores Celina Garcia, 
Selene Becerra and Margarita Garcia; 
and freshmen Alondra Davila and Erika 
Ortiz.
Vanessa Garcia finished the 4K race in 
14:42 with a 30th place finish.
 The men’s team, having only four 
runners, did not qualify to place as a 
team. The men’s team was made up of 
senior Hector Becerra, freshman Michael 
Schlater and juniors David Guillen and 
Juan Cardenas.
Becerra placed 54th in the 6K race with 
a time of 18:22, the fastest time among 
the UTB men.
City to fight money laundering
Commission accepts grant to create task force with Cameron County DA’s office
Kaila Contreras 
THE COLLEGIAN 
Assistant City Engineer Doroteo Garcia Jr. recommends awarding a $768,770 contract for the hike 
and bike trail in the Southmost neighborhood to Arrco General Construction during Tuesday’s 
Brownsville City Commission meeting. 
Héctor AguilAr/Collegian Photos
The Brownsville City Commission has 
accepted a grant of nearly $200,000 
that will be used in a joint effort with 
the Cameron County District Attorney’s 
Office to combat money laundering.
The $199,435.94 supplemental grant 
from the Southwest Border Anti-Money 
Laundering Alliance will fund the 
Financial Asset Seizure Team. The team 
will consist of 12 members, including 
police detectives from Brownsville and 
Harlingen, an intelligence analyst, a task 
force supervisor, a project director and 
an administrative assistant, according to 
Brownsville Police Chief Orlando Rodriguez asks the Brownsville City Commission to accept a 
supplemental grant of $199,435 from the Southwest Border Anti-Money Laundering Alliance for 
the Financial Asset Seizure Team during Tuesday’s meeting.
the interlocal agreement between the city 
and the DA’s office.
Of the money received, $106,071.20 
will be allocated for a Cameron County 
assistant district attorney position in 
FAST. 
 Police Chief Orlando Rodriguez 
told the commission during its regular 
meeting on Tuesday that the grant will 
also be used to buy equipment for the 
police officers.
The commission also approved 
awarding a $768,770.20 contract to 
ARRCO Construction to build Phase I of 
the Southmost Hike and Bike Trail. The 
trail will start on International Boulevard, 
2.5 miles northeast of downtown and end 
1,100 feet southwest of Esperanza Road. 
Phase I consists of 1.8 miles of the 2.5-
mile trail and is expected to take 60 days 
to complete. Funding will come from a 
Community Development Block Grant, 
the Engineering Department and the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
Assistant City Engineer Doroteo 
Garcia said the city received six bids on 
the project and ARRCO was the lowest 
bidder. 
In other business, the commission 
approved awarding a contract for transit 
management services for Brownsville 
Metro in the amount of $279,000 to 
First Transit Inc. of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Under the terms of the contract, First 
Transit Inc. will hire a general manager 
and assistant general manager. Funding 
for this project was made available by the 
Public Transit Fund.
The commission also adopted an ad 
valorem tax rate of .700613 cents per 
$100 valuation.
“We started Aug. 5 on the budget 
process. We also had public hearings to 
discuss the tax rate,” Finance Director 
Lupe Granado told the commission. “On 
Aug. 15, we filed the budget with the city 
secretary’s office and by law it must stay 
there 30 days for public inspection.” 
During a special meeting Sept. 15, 
the commission adopted a budget of 
$132,364,349 for the 2014-15 Fiscal Year.
the different campuses of the University 
of Texas,” Harden-Cooper said, “and 
then after that we want to do a project 
with different universities so we can 
host together with the University of 
Texas [System] … an interstate, inter-
universitarian forum so we can invite 
more universities and then start moving 
those plaques to different states so that 
they can be giving testimony.”
Ultimately, the embassy wants to 
exhibit the plaques in the state Capitol 
and in Washington, D.C. In countries 
such as Mexico, the exhibit has been 
in the Congress of Baja California Sur, 
Harden-Cooper said.
“You know, the generation of the 
survivors they’re a generation that in one 
decade or two they are going to be gone,” 
he said. “So, we are trying to get the most 
we can so that testimony remains alive in 
human society.” 
 He said the plaque becomes the 
testimony of the survivor that life always 
prevails over death.
The plaque of Leon Horn will be 
unveiled at 10 a.m. Oct. 28 in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón. 
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